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It has been a great honor and privilege for me to serve as the WPA Representative for Zone 2 (USA) over 
the past six years. Since elected in 2014, I have attended and actively participated in all WPA Board 
meetings, while also serving as co-chair, organizer, adviser and presenter in multiple WPA congresses. 
Prior to my term as a zonal representative, I served on the WPA Operational Committee on Scientific 
Meetings from 2011 to 2014 where I gained immeasurable experience in the coordination of WPA 
scientific meetings, which are among the best and most attended psychiatric conferences in the world. 
 
In addition to my extensive involvement in WPA meetings, over the past 20 years I have also served on 
the Scientific Program Committee (SPC) of the American Psychiatric Association (APA) which is 
responsible for coordinating the scientific program of the APA Annual Meeting, one of the largest 
psychiatric meetings in the world. In 2019 and 2020, I served as the SPC Vice Chair and received the SPC 
Overachiever Award in 2019. The SPC is responsible for reviewing thousands of abstract submissions to 
identify hundreds of quality sessions to include in the Annual Meeting. The committee focuses on 
developing a scientific program that not only addresses the congress theme, but also includes a broad 
range of perspectives, through world renowned speakers, and topics, through the use of specialty tracks 
addressing topics on Addiction, Children and Adolescents, Consultation-Liaison, Diversity and Health 
Equity, Forensics, Geriatrics, Research, Resident and Early Career Psychiatrist (ECP) Leadership, and 
more. More recently, the APA Annual Meeting has begun to introduce new and innovative approaches 
to education through the use of technology and hands-on learning. 
 
Given the skills and experiences gained over the years, coupled with my extensive involvement in the 
scientific meetings of the WPA and the APA, it is with great enthusiasm that I am delighted to have this 
opportunity to be considered for the position of WPA Secretary for Scientific Meetings. If elected, I am 
poised to make noteworthy contributions and am firmly committed to do my utmost to promote the 
mission of the WPA. I look forward to continuing the achievements and successes of the WPA, 
supporting and advocating for its members, and further advancing the best clinical care, education and 
research in psychiatry, globally.  
 
Plan of Work with Specific Duties:  
Report to the WPA Executive Committee (EC) and work closely with other EC members, while managing 
specific duties including the following: 
• Work with the EC and the Secretariat to oversee and co-ordinate all official scientific meetings of the 

WPA and manage applications for WPA co-sponsorship of scientific meetings 
• Maintain responsibility for the development of proposals to host the WPA World Congresses of 

Psychiatry and other WPA scientific meetings in accordance with WPA policies 
• Assist in all aspects of the organization of WPA World Congresses and other WPA scientific meetings 
 
Personal skills and attributions:  
• Fluency in English, Korean, and Chinese 
• Ability to devote at least 30 days per year to WPA activities and travel overseas frequently 
• Familiarity with donor organizations and their operating procedures 
• Outstanding negotiation skills 
• Recognized leadership and diplomatic skills 
• Recognized work and experience at the international level 
• Involvement in a wide range of WPA activities 
• Well established professional and academic standing and scientific reputation 
• Extensive experience working on committees 
• Extensive experience organizing major psychiatric meetings 
 


