
Outline of my work intentions for WPA Representative of Zone 5 

 

My professional experience is within the fields of Psychiatry, Psychotherapy 

and Public Health. I am a teacher in the Medical School at Buenos Aires 

University since I was an undergraduate student. As a researcher, I completed 

a PhD investigation in the field of History and Epistemology, for which I 

received the “Facultad de Medicina” award. Additionally, I never stopped 

training young psychiatrists under the assumption that every one of us should 

do so along professional life. 

Presently, I am the President of APSA, the Argentinian Psychiatrists 

Association. I started participating in my Association’s Board in 2008, in which 

I was first a Representative and later the Secretary General. 

A brief version of my CV goes in a separate file. In this note I would prefer to 

comment on my personal service vocation. And I emphasize this, because it is 

my sincere believe that any position in an Association such as WPA should be 

filled only with people convinced of the need of serving the others. 

In a world full of injustice, international institutions like WPA have a 

transcendent role to play. That is, helping those in need. Scientific meetings, 

theoretical contributions, specific publications, should all be guided by this 

underlying goal, such as our individual clinical interventions are guided by our 

medical vocation. All other considerations —personal ambitions, desire of 

prestige— should come second. 

This is, then, my first and most important commitment. 

Apart from the afore said, I of course intend to fulfill the job description of a 

member of WPA Board, and to communicate broadly with all Member 

Societies of Zone 5, which I currently do as APSA’s President. Communication 

and collaboration are both essential in all initiatives: promoting psychiatric 

education and research, organizing scientific meetings, and continuing with 

projects already launched in Zone 5 such as the Virtual Library of Psychiatry —

in Portuguese and in Spanish—, and the WPA program “training the trainer”. 



Equally important are reinforcing the work in all lines of Prevention, and to 

continue promoting activities with the purpose of reducing stigmatization of 

mental illness and Psychiatry.   

 

Santiago A. Levín 

APSA 

 

 

 

 


